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Buhari Challenges Graduands to apply their
Knowledge to Creation of Solutions
— FU Wukari Combined Convocations
The President Muhammadu
Buhari, GCFR, and Visitor to the
Federal University Wukari,
Taraba State, has challenged the
graduates to take full advantage of
the knowledge and skills they have
acquired to innovate and create and
be productive by adding value to
the society as the Federal
Government was ready and willing
to support initiatives that would
create wealth, jobs and
opportunities.

into the Digital and Creative
Enterprises (DICE)

infrastructure.

He gave the challenge in his
convocation speech at the 2nd to
5th Convocation ceremonies of the
University, held last Saturday, at
the University’s Multi-Purpose
Hall.
Represented by the Vice-President,
Prof. Yemi Osinbajo, SAN, he
stated that his administration had
established initiatives such as the
N75billion National Youth
Investment Fund and the Central
Bank of Nigeria’s Creative Sector
Fund. He also noted that he
recently approved an investment

Prof. Yemi Osinbajo
Vice President, Federal Republic of Nigeria

programme, an over
USD600million project that
would support young tech and
creative sector entrepreneurs
through the provision of ﬁnance,
skills development and

He added that Nigeria’s Jubilee
Fellows Programme would begin
this year, while under the
programme, 20,000 graduates
who have done their National
Youth Service Corp (NYSC)

in this edition

Pg. 11

Pg. 14

EDITORIAL BOARD: Haruna Lawal Ajo (Chairman), Mrs. Offiong U. Edor (Editor), Ogbonnaya Okoronkwo, Francis Azu,
Udey Felix, Muhammad Bukhari Musa, Aja-Nwachukwu Samuel, Sadiq Abubakar
Enquiries: mondaybulletin@nuc.edu.ng

th

14 February, 2022

would be given fully-paid
internships that will last for 12
months in reputable private and
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infrastructure due to its
recognition that the ease and
speed with which people and

that number. We also have
20,000 non-graduates in different
areas of public services, among a
host of other programmes,” the
President said.
He urged the University to
continue to prioritise genuine
scholarship for global
competitiveness but more
importantly for local relevance.
He said as primary partners of the
society through teaching,
learning, research and
community service, the
university’s host community must
feel their positive impact.

The VP, Prof. Osinbajo with one of the Honourary doctorate degree recipient, frm. Gov.
Bauch State, Ahmed Adamu Muázu

public sector organisations across
the country.
President Buhari explained that the
idea was to enable participants gain
relevant career and life skills that
would help them transit seamlessly
into professional, business or
public sector careers, while also
earning a living along the way.

goods could move was a key
accelerant of economic
development.
“We have also dedicated a
signiﬁcant portion of our budget
to social investments which cater
to the poor and vulnerable. We
are feeding 9.5 million children

He tasked the university
management to harness local
knowledge, especially in the
areas of agriculture, power and
tourism to enhance their
scholarships. He stated that
government on its own part would
continue through programmes
and policies to encourage
productivity and excellence. He

He disclosed that the programme
would last for ﬁve years and was
being funded by the Federal
Government, the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP)
and the European Union (EU).
He pointed out that infrastructure
was key to all development and that
his government recognised that
digital technology was the pathway
to accelerated growth and was on
course to ensure broadband
connectivity for all by 2025. He
further explained that his
government had connected the vast
reaches of the country through
heavy investments in rail and road

The VP, Prof. Osinbajo with another Honourary doctorate degree recipient,
Mr. Damian D. Dodo (SAN)

in public schools; the N-Power
job scheme provides jobs for
500,000 young Nigerian
graduates, and now 1million,
after the Presidency increased
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added that the federal government
remained poised to strengthen the
spirit of self-reliance among the
youth by promoting
entrepreneurship, creativity and
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innovations.

country.

While congratulating the
graduands for completing their
undergraduate studies, he urged

The Minister said it would
enable the sharing of resources
and actually promote greater

VP Osinbajo cutting the tape to commission one of the building, being assisted by the VC (right)

them to use their newly-acquired
competences in supporting national
development. He also felicitated
with His Majesty, the new Aku
Uka of Wukari, His Majesty,
Manu Ishaku Adda Ali, for his
reign in the land and for extending
hospitality to his entourage. He
wished him well and prayed for
more wisdom and longevity on the
throne.

efﬁciency. He added that
universities should pay attention
to the responsible utilization of
resources through commitment
to ﬁscal responsibility and
value-for-money.

University to national
development, explaining that the
Nigerian University System
(NUS) was very central to
education for skills, research and
supporting community growth.
This, according to him, was the
reason that the Federal
Government had continued to pay
attention to the strengthening of
the NUS.
He recalled that Federal
University Wukari, was one of
the 12 Universities established by
the Federal Government between
2010 and 2011 in the
determination to promote access
to quality higher education and
skills. He also noted with pride
that since their inception, this
generation of Federal
Universities had remained alive
to their responsibilities, stressing
that they had helped signiﬁcantly
to address the need for greater
access to higher education and

In his address, the Minister of
Education, Mallam Adamu Adamu
urged the university to continue to
prioritize commitment to quality of
their academic programmes as well
as support for the immediate and
w i d e r c o m m u n i t i e s t h ro u g h
research and related services.
He stated that one area that
universities must continually focus
on was the exploration of
partnership among the Universities
both within and outside the

VP Osinbajo with His Majesty, the new Aku Uka of Wukari, His Majesty, Manu Ishaku Adda Ali
addressing some traditional rulers at the Aku Uka of Wukari Palace

skills, while their research output
Mallam Adamu noted that
convocations remained an
opportunity to further
emphasize the importance of a
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and community development
impact had been quite excellent
and phenomenal.
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He particularly expressed pride on
the progress made by the Federal
University Wukari since its
establishment, with its student
population growing steadily and
approaching 10,000 as well as
seven Faculties. This, he said,
deﬁnitely showed that the
University had been central to
meeting the nation’s education
needs.
The Hon. Minister stated that
Government’s commitment to
education was also demonstrated
by increased budgetary allocation
to education in the 2022
Appropriations. He also expressed
his pleasure on the great work that
the National Universities
Commission was doing in guiding
the University sub-sector towards
greater quality and international
competitiveness.
He mentioned the recently
reviewed Curriculum of the NUS
as among the starting point to
ensuring that Nigerian Universities
produced individuals that ﬁt the
needs of diverse sectors of the
economy. He acknowledged that
the curriculum re-engineering
would remain a source of
assurance to the industrial
organizations on meeting their
human capacity requirements.
He assured Nigerians of the Buhari
administration’s commitment to
greater investments in education,
especially in critical areas such as
infrastructure, teaching and
learning resources as well as staff
development, in order to promote
quality and competitive advantage
and ensure that the university

Vol. 17 No. 06

system continued on the path of
greatness.
He pointed out that government
was not unmindful of the
challenges facing the university
education sector due to resource
shortfalls, but argued that a time
like this called for working
together towards solutions.
Harping on forging a common
front, he advised on the need for
the education community to
collaborate with all stakeholders
in looking for alternative
approaches to funding of
education at all levels. He said

System which, he said, was
derived from the Ministerial
Strategic Plan. He urged that
since all shared the same goals,
there must be corresponding
objectivity in the efforts to
addressing them.
The Minister congratulated the
Honourary Doctorate Degree
Awardees, describing it as welldeserving for them because they
have been a beacon serving as
direction for different
generations of Nigerians. He
expressed the hope that the award
would continue to serve as
springboard to inspire them to

VP, Osinbajo Commissioning the Prof. Yemi Osinbajo Law Complex

such a situation was in the best
interest of the nation and assured
that the Federal Government,
through the Federal Ministry of
Education, would always be at
the forefront of protecting the
interests of all stakeholders in the
education sector, which was
basically Nigerians.
He pledged the commitment of
the federal government to
providing backing to the NUC in
the implementation of its
Blueprint for the Revitalization
of the Nigerian University
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more dedication to nation
building.
He added that each of them was
unique in the different route to
which they had contributed to the
growth of the nation, but said that
one key thing was that all
exhibited commitment to
dynamism.
In his speech, the Executive
Secretary, NUC, Prof. Abubakar
Adamu Rasheed, mni, MFR,
FNAL, recalled the efforts of the
Aku Uka of Wukari and Dr.
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Damian Dodo, who were both,
instrumental to the siting of the
University in Wukari.
He commended Dr. Dodo for
contributing in no small measure to
the University, including his recent
donation of Law Reports and books
for the new Faculty of Law and his
efforts to the growth of Legal
Education in Nigeria.
He also acknowledged Alhaji (Dr)
Ahmadu Adamu Mu’azu, whom he
described as a recurring decimal in
the provision of quality service in
Nigeria. He stated that his work, in
the public and corporate world had

Vol. 17 No. 06

University to commission a
number of projects, expressing
delight on the impressive and
rapid development that had
taken place within a short period
of the leadership of the
University by Professor
Abubakar Kundiri, as the ViceChancellor.
He also commended the
University for not wasting time
in commencing new academic
programmes after NUC
approved the establishment of
the Faculties of Basic Medical
Sciences; Education;
Engineering and Law. While

Some audience at the event

always been that of commitment to
excellence.
He recalled that as the ProChancellor and Chairman of
Council of Bayero University
Kano, Alhaji Dr. Mu’azu was
instrumental to rapid
infrastructural development and to
resolving of the long-standing
strike action in the University.
Prof. Rasheed also recounted that
barely a year ago, he was in the

acknowledging that the
approved programmes were
central to Nigeria’s
development, he urged the
university management to work
on exceeding its set standards in
the delivery of same.
He also challenged them to
work to exceed minimum
standards set by the
Commission and to link up with
key professional organizations
such as the Medical and Dental
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Council of Nigeria, Council of
Legal Education, Council of
Registered Engineers and other
professional bodies towards
strengthening quality of these
programmes through the
provision of appropriate
facilities.
He reminded the audience that
NUC had in the past months been
working on the comprehensive
review of the Curriculum to be
known as Core Curriculum and
Minimum Academic Standards
for the Nigerian University
System (CCMAS). He reiterated
that all the processes in the review
have been concluded and would
soon be unveiled. He recalled
that the priority in the review was
to ensure that the NUS had a
curriculum set that was in line
with national development goals
as diverse inputs were drawn
from stakeholder communities
including the private sector,
government agencies, nongovernment organizations within
and outside Nigeria. He
expressed conﬁdence that with
the new document, the NUS
could build on towards enhancing
the competitive standing of the
nation among universities in the
world.
At the convocation ceremony
were eminent personalities from
all works of life, vice chancellors
from other universities, captains
of industry, members of the
national and state Assemblies,
spiritual and traditional rulers,
revered friends of the university,
proud parents and guardians of
graduating students as well as
well-wishers.
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NUC Recognises Two Additional Lagos State Varsities
The National Universities
Commission (NUC) last Tuesday
recognised two additional
Universities as approved by the
Lagos State Government. The
Universities presented were;
University of Education
(LASUED), Ijanikin and

University in Nigeria, as well as
the second University of
Education in the country, while
Lagos State University of
Science and Technology
becomes the 57th State and
205th University in Nigeria.

Sanwo-Olu for investing wisely
in higher education, explaining
that the existing state-owned
University had enjoyed good
governance structure and
administration over the years
with substantial funding and good
leadership. This, he alluded,

L-R: Lagos State Governor, Mr. Babajide Sanwo-Olu; Executive Secretary, NUC, Prof. Abubakar Adamu Rasheed and the Deputy Executive Secretary,
Mr. Chris Maiyaki

University of Science and
Technology, LASUST, Ikorodu,
following the passage of their laws
by the Lagos State House of
Assembly.
The new universities were created
39 years after the ﬁrst State-owned
University known as Lagos State
University (LASU) was
established at Ojo, Lagos, by the
then Late Chief Lateef Jakande
administration.
Presenting the certiﬁcates of
recognition to the Lagos State
Governor, Mr. Babajide SanwoOlu, at the NUC new Board Room,
the Executive Secretary, Prof.
Abubakar Adamu Rasheed, said
that Lagos State University of
Education LASUED is now the
56th State University and 204th

Prof. Rasheed commended the
Governor for his vision and
leadership for Lagos as a
cosmopolitan city with diverse
economy which had culminated
in the rapid developmental
projects embarked upon by his
administration since its
inception.
He recalled his ﬁrst meeting
with the Governor in 2018, at
the convocation ceremony of the
University of Lagos (UNILAG),
describing him as someone with
focus and tenacity in doing
things right, especially in the
recent appointment of a new
Vice-Chancellor for LASU,
which Lagos was privileged to
appoint.
He also applauded Governor
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convinced the NUC to accept the
conversion of the existing higher
institutions to universities.
The NUC scribe stressed that the
Commission, remained the only
regulatory agency that oversees
all Universities in Nigeria with
over half of them being private
universities. He stated that the
country needs more Universities
and that when State Governors
approach NUC for more
Universities, the Commission
always carries out its due
diligence on how the existing
ones had been funded. He
expressed his delight that.
He told the state Governor to
ensure that the two Universities
become Information Technology
driven while they should also pay
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attention to quality because halfbaked graduates could hardly help
anybody. He further encouraged
that more women should be
engaged in the administration of
the new institutions.
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He said Prof. Rasheed was
someone that he admired due to
his high level of humility and
drive which had also helped him
to take NUC to greater heights.

Prof. Rasheed receiving some of the Universities documents from Gov. Sanwo-Olu

While reiterating that the Lagos
State University of Education was
the second State University in
Nigeria after Tai Solarin
University of Education, Ijagun,
Ogun State, he highlighted that if
properly supported it would
support the economy of the State,
especially with more focus on
science and Technology
Education. He assured the
Governor of Lagos State after
presenting the letter of recognition
that, JAMB, TETfund and NYSC
will be notiﬁed of the newly
established Universities.
Responding on the recognition,
Governor Babajide Sanwo-Olu
commended the Executive
Secretary for granting the
operational certiﬁcates for the two
universities, LASUED and
LASUST. He said the creation of
the two universities by his
administration was not about being
ambitious but doing what was
proper for the people of the Lagos
State.

He also commended him for the
great things he had done for
Nigerian Universities.
The Governor commended the
Speaker of the Lagos State
House of Assembly, Rt. Hon.
Mudashiru Obasa and his co-

appreciated the leadership of the
legacy tertiary institutions,
formerly Michael Otedola
College of Education, Epe and
Adeniran College of Education,
Ijanikin, Lagos State as well as
the Lagos State Polytechnic, for
their understanding.
On the road to the conversion of
the two universities, the
Governor stated that extensive
stakeholder’s engagement and
meetings took place before a ﬁnal
decision was reached to convert
the Lagos State Polytechnic to
Lagos State University of Science
and Technology, while Micheal
Otedola College of Education
and Adeniran Ogunsanya
College of Education became
University of Education. He said
that the Lagos State was taking
higher education to a level where
everybody would be proud of the
State.
He argued that education was the
only way to take people out of
poverty, describing education as

Cross section of NUC Directors at the event

lawmakers for working with the
executive arms of government
and other stakeholders toward
the passage of the law setting up
the two universities. He also
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the pillar of growth and
prosperity, while Lagos had
continued to be the home of
millions of Nigerians.
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Governor Sanwo-Olu explained
that converting erstwhile Lagos
State Polytechnic to a University of
Science and Technology would
bring about innovative
engineering, science invention and
other innovations that were critical
to the development of Lagos State
and Nigeria in general, adding that
the conversion of Adeniran
Ogunsanya College of Education
and Michael Otedola College of
Primary Education into a
University of Education was a
proper and right thing to do,
considering the demands and the
needs of students of today.
The Governor emphasised that the
operation of the two additional two
universities would assist in meeting
the demands and needs of the
teeming youths who are craving for
higher education to be future
leaders and reference points not
only for themselves and families
but the nation at large. He said that
his administration was doing its

Vol. 17 No. 06

being the nerve and economic
center of Nigeria, everybody
must be given the opportunity to
rise and realise their potentials.
He promised that the two
Universities would not be left
alone or be starved of funds as
his administration will make
resources available to make the
Institutions the best and
reference point in the country in
the nearest future. He thereafter
presented the strategic
documents to the Executive
Secretary of NUC.
The two universities, which
were expected to kick-start
operations, are in addition to the
existing Lagos, State University
(LASU), Ojo, established in
1982, making the state to now
boast of three state-owned
universities.
In a vote of thanks, the Deputy
Executive Secretary NUC, Mr.

Executive Secretary for his
courageous leadership and other
members of the NUC
management. He extended his
appreciation to the Lagos team
that accompanied the Governor,
members of the press and all
these who were present.
In the Governor’s entourage
were the Special Adviser on
Education, Mr. Tokunbo Wahab;
Chairman Lagos State
Polytechnic, Prof.
Provost
Michael Otedola College of
Education, Epe. Prof. Nosiru
Onibon; Provost, Adeniran
Ogunsanya College of
Education, Ijanikin, Prof. (Mrs)
Bilkis Okuneye; The Chair Board
of Adeniram Ogunsanya College
of Education, Prof. Nurudeen
Olasupo and Chair Board of
Michael Otedola College of
Education, Alhaja Sekinat
Yusuf. Others were Nurudeen
Olaleye and Waheed Kasali, in
the Governor’s Ofﬁce.

Meeting in session

best to satisfy the teeming
population of Lagos youths that
usually seek for University
education and that with Lagos,

Christopher Maiyaki thanked
the Lagos State Governor for the
bold initiative in establishing the
Universities. He applauded the
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At the presentation ceremony
were all Directors of the NUC.
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NNPC-RTI, NUC to Collaborate on Research, Innovation
The Nigerian National Petroleum
Corporation’s, (NNPC) Research,
Technology and Innovation
(NNPC-RTI) Division, led by its
Chief Innovation Ofﬁcer,
Engr.(Mrs.) Betty Ugonna, last
Tuesday, paid a courtesy call on the
Executive Secretary, National
Universities Commission (NUC),
Professor Abubakar Adamu
Rasheed, mni, MFR, FNAL, in his
ofﬁce.

the Corporation’s business value
chain, which would beneﬁt
University researchers.
The Chief Innovation Ofﬁcer
also recalled that the Steering

Responding, Prof. Rasheed
commended the team for their
unwavering idea and doggedness
towards ensuring a paradigm
shift from full dependency on oil
and gas and moving forward to

The visit was aimed at fostering
collaboration with the Commission
as NNPC was looking ahead of
going beyond Oil and Gas in its
operations to secure a better future
not only to reposition the
Corporation but with a view to
making Nigeria boast of better
economic advantages among the
comity of nations.
While brieﬁng the Executive
Secretary and his management
team, Engr. Ugonna emphasised
that NNPC Limited was transiting
into Energy Company of Global
excellence and as such, the
Corporation had considered it
imperative to embed the culture of
continuous innovation in driving its
strategic business aspirations. She
recalled that NNPC had, in March
2020, created the RTI Division
under the NNPC Ventures &
Business Development
Directorate.The NNPC RTI under
the leadership of the Chief
Innovation Ofﬁcer would focus on
productive research, technology
development and innovation across

NNPC-RTI Chief Innovation Ofﬁcer, Engr.(Mrs.) Betty Ugonna and the Executive Secretary,
NUC, Prof. Abubakar Adamu Rasheed

Committee of NNPC RTI to
which NUC was a member held
its inaugural meeting on Friday
13th November 2020. This,
according to her, necessitated
the follow-up visit and request
for collaborative engagement on
the way to move NNPC-RTI
forward towards achieving its
mandates of becoming an
innovation hub not only for
NNPC, but also for Nigeria at
large.
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the direction of business mindset
in the interest of not only the
NNPC but also the economy of
the country. He added that with
the collaboration, NNPC was
looking beyond the present to its
future operations by
championing research,
technology and innovation
which, according to him were the
economy boosters in today’s
world.
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The Executive Secretary
emphasised that the world was
moving towards knowledge
economy and thinking beyond Oil
and Gas, stressing that the
dependency would reduce by about
70% in few years to come.

University System (NUS), with
the same number of experts
from the NNPC-RTI for series
of engagements, exploration of
ideas and knowledge sharing
and further implementation and
actualization.

He assured the team that the
Commission would be willing to
work with them to achieve their set
targets and goals. He added that the
Commission would assemble a
team of reputable and credible
academics in the ﬁeld of
Petroleum, Chemical and
Mechanical Engineering as well as
experts in technology to rub minds
together to develop a proper
concept note towards implementing
the blueprint.

It was agreed upon that the
composition of the 20-member
team suggested to work out the
deliverables of the collaboration
should be gender sensitive by
accommodating women experts
and as well consider some few
young and energetic academics
and professionals. Both parties
also agreed, tentatively, that the
inauguration for the take-off of
the collaboration should hold by
the ﬁrst week of April, 2022,
tentatively.

The meeting later agreed that the
Commission should raise a team of
10 credible and experienced
academics from the Nigerian

In the visiting team were
Director, Energy Innovation,
Rita Kwentoh; Ag. Director,

Upstream Innovation, Olaniyi
Olatomiwa; Deputy Director,
Market Research & Service
Innovation, Mercy Ogbonna;
Deputy Director, Strategic
Partnerships, Abdullahi
Abubakar; Lead Strategic
Partnerships, Adebayo Olubambi
as well as Innovation Advisor to
the Chief Innovation Ofﬁcer,
Blossom Ozurumba.
The NUC team included the
Deputy Executive Secretary,
Administration, Mr. C.J
Maiyaki; the Directors of
Finance, Mr. Sam Onazi; OpenDistance and E-Learning, Engr.
Kayode Odedina; the Acting
Directors of Research and
Information Technology, Mal.
Faruk Lawal as well as Skills
D e v e l o p m e n t a n d
Entrepreneurship, Mal. Ashafa
Ladan.

Prof. Rasheed and Mrs. Ugonna (4th and 5th right) with some members of NUC Management and the NNPC-RTI Team in group photograph
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